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Bryant Burkhardt  

Paddle California  
 

Paddle California is a video exploration of the beauty 

and diversity of paddling in the state of California 

produced by filmmaker Bryant Burkhardt.   

 

Come along as we explore the state and its many wa-

ters, including the sea caves along the Mendocino 

coast and out on the Channel Islands; the high sierra 

runs on the Middle Feather and Kern Rivers 

(including Dry Meadow and Brush Creeks); The tran-

quility of Lake Tahoe and the excitement of the U.S. 

National Kayak Polo Championships. 

  

Bryant Burkhardt is an ACA Instructor Trainer in 

both Whitewater and Coastal Kayaking.  He has 

taught and paddled across California for the past 

decade and shares some of his favorite locations in 

his video.  An introduction on the making of the 

movie will be followed by a screening sample of the 

video itself.  His adventures can be followed at:  

www.paddlecaliforniablog.com  

Cathleen Mleko  
 
Please send articles and  

contributions by the first 

of the month to:  

cathymleko@gmail.com 
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May 22     Sly Creek               Wendy Thibeault  

June 5      Bullardõs Bar     TBD 

June 15*       Rollins Lake    Marilyn Yerkes  

June 19    Donner Lake     Wrights  

June 26     Lake Tahoe   Chris Crain / Lani Brunmeier  

                    (Tahoe Vista/Sand Harbor)  

July 10      Spaulding    June Anderson  

July 13*     Scottõs Flat     Debby Ferguson  

July 24     Lake Tahoe     Chris Crain / Lani Brunmeier  

              (Sand Harbor/Zephyr Cove)  

July 31     Lake Valley Reservoir   Tiptons  

    (Pot Luck BBQ)  

August 12 -15   Butt Lake/Mountain Meadow  Chamberlin / Yerkes  

                          (Camping)      

August 19*    Spaulding    TBD 

August 23*    Lake Valley Reservoir   TBD 

    (Full Moon trip)  

August 27 -29    Hell Hole Reservoir (Camping)  Tiptons    

Sept. 11    Lake Tahoe    Chris Crain / Lani Brunmeier  

    (Zephyr Cove/Kiva Beach)  

Sept. 18       Mokelumne River/Lodi   June Anderson  

Sept. 22*    Scottõs Flat (Full Moon trip)  TBD   

Sept. 25       American R./Discovery Park  TBD 

Oct. 2     Lake Wildwood (BBQ)   Casons 

Oct. 8 -10      Tomales Bay (Camping)   TBD 

Oct. 15*       Clementine    TBD 

Oct. 23     Engelbright    TBD 

Nov. 6     Consumnes River    Chamberlin / Yerkes  

Nov. 20     Lake Natomas Thanksgiving Potluck   Abrells  

 

* denotes midweek paddle  



Engelbright  
Photo by Connie Wright  

Engelbright - Late April  
by Connie Wright  

 

What wonderful weather we had for this paddle --  between our terrible 

storms.  Everyone enjoyed the green hills and the waterfall, which was 

stronger than usual.   

 

We ate lunch in a great spot, with some on a sandy beach and others on a hill 

with a view of the lake.  One group chose to go back from lunch and another 

went on --  almost to the end.  Itõs nice to have a choice of distances to pad-

dle.  

 

We got there just as the jet skis started out, and there were a few motor-

boats.  It might be best to stay away now till late fall.  

 

All in all, it was a peaceful trip.  



Elkhorn Slough  
Photos by Deb Ferguson and the Casons  

 

Large SNCKC Group Paddles Elkhorn Slough 
by Diana Abrell  

 

One of the largest groups of SNCKC paddlers ever -  24 people - traveled to 

the Watsonville area the weekend of May 8 to paddle the Elkhorn Slough.  

We were fortunate to have beautiful weather and very little wind.  We saw 

hundreds of sea lions, harbor seals, and sea otters.  Among the prolific bird 

life were brown and white pelicans, Canadian geese, avocets, gulls, terns, 

great blue herons, and other shore birds.  And most exciting, we watched a 

harbor seal giving birth on the beach near where we stopped for lunch.  

  

Most paddlers camped at Sunset State Beach, a few miles north of the Elk-

horn Slough.  We enjoyed a great potluck supper Friday night as well as some 

competitive games of petanque.  On Saturday evening we gathered at the Sea 

Harvest Restaurant in Moss Landing for a wonderful seafood dinner.  

 

Five paddlers drove down to Monterey on Sunday and paddled the Bay around 

the Aquarium and the dock.  

  

This trip was a real group effort.  Everyone pitched in with organizing and  

water leading tasks and potluck contributions.  

See that look on Joeõs face? This is serious business!  24 kayakers embark from Kirby Park on a glorious morning  



Elkhorn Slough  
(continued)  

A harbor seal gives birth the day before Motherõs Day Itõs time for lunch and a little relaxion 

Along our way we encounter a rollicking romp of otters  

The otters are having too much fun to pay us much mind  We come ashore within site of the Pacific Ocean  

Thatõs a lot of kayaks! 


